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Moſt gracious and dread Soveraigne, 


2 N all ſubmiſſive humbleneſſe, the 
IT UKnights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes 
& of the houſe of Commons are 
& here aſſembled, who taking along 
with them yourgracious inclina- - 
tion, have according to their anci- 
, ent liberties deſigned mee their 
Speaker. 

Whereas I cannot but lament to thinke how great a 
miſt may overcaſt the hopes of this Seſſion, yera note 
of favour to mee, who cannot but judge my ſe fe unfit 
for ſo great imployments, which ſo appeares to the 
whole World. 

Many there be of deepe Iudgement, and ſad experi- 
ence, that might haye added Juſture tothis aQion, and 
A2 EX= 


Z 


[ expedition to the worke, if they had pleaſed to have 
| lefr me in that meane condition they found me. 


li Non mihi tacuiſſe nocet, Nocet eſſe Locutum. 


And then might your Sacred and pious intentions. 

have had their full advancement. 
But is it yet too late 2 may Iappealeto Ceſar? 

Yes, I-may, and in the loweſt poſtureof humilitie I 
humbly beſeech-your Sacred Majeſty to interpoſe your 
Royallauthority to command a review of the houſe, for 
there were never more then now fitted for ſuch Im- 
ployments. 


Ent, i Wa 


direction. 
Then he goes 0n, 


It pleaſeth not your Sacred Majeſty tovouchſate 
a change. | 

AQtons of Kings are not to bee by me reaſoned. 

Therefore being imboldened by this Gracious ap- 

probation, give mee leave alittle, Dread Soveraigne, to 

expreſle my owne thoughts unto our gracious Lord the 
King. | 

I ſee before my eyes with admiration-the Majeſtic of 

great Britraine, the Glory of times, the Hiſtorie of ho- 


by diſcent of authority (King) ſetled by a long ſucceſ- 
fion, and continued to us by a pious and peacefull go- 
vernment, os ap 


My Lord Keeper approves of him by his Majeſties 


nour, CHARLES the Firſt,-in his forefron: placed 
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On the one ſide the Monument of Gtory, the Pro. 
enic of valiant and puifſant Princes, the Queenes moſt 
Excellent Majeſtic. 

On the other fide, the hopes of poſterity, and joy of 
this Nation,thoſe Olive branches ſet round your tables, 
Emblems of peace to poſterity. 

Here ſhine thoſe Lights and Lamps placed in a 
Mount, which-attend your ſacred Majeſty as ſupreme 
head, and borrow from you the Splendor of their ga- 
vernment. 

There the true ſtate of Nobilirie, figures of Proweſle 
and Magnanimity, fitted by their long contrated ho- 
nour intheir blood, for their Councell of Princes. 

Inthe midſt of thoſe the Reverend Iudges, whither 
both parties (asto the Oracles of Iudgement and TIu- 
ſtice) may reſort, Ciſternes that hold faire waters, 
wherin each deviation,cach wrinckle is diſcernable,and 
from thence- ( as from the Center) each crooked line 
ought to be levelled ; The footſtoole of your Throne 
is fixed there, which renders you gtorious to all poſte- 
ritie. 

Here we the Knights; Citizens and Burgeſles of the - 
Commons houſe, at your royall feet, contracted from 
all parts of your Kingdome, Enſfignes of obedience and 
humility, all theſe united by the law equally diſtribu- 
red, which cements this great body to the obedience 
of your Sacred Majeſtie; 

And compells aſwell the hearts as the handsto con- 
tribute for the preſervation of your Majeſtie, and the - 
Common intereſt, 4x] 

Diffipates thg Tavaders of the Church and common” 
wealth, andAiſcoyers the Impoſtures, but ( give mee 
A3 leave. 


leave dread Soveraigne) knits the Crowne to the Sa- 
cred Temples, and frees Majeſtic from the Interpretati- 
on of miſdoing. 

Amongſt theſe this great Councell is moſt Sovye- 
raigne againſt the diſtempers of this Nation. 

Were they infeſted at Sea, troubled at home, or in- 
vaded from abroad, here was the Sanctuary of refuge, 
hither was the reſort, and no other way found for a 
foundation of peace. | 

It-is reported of Con#antine the great,thathe accomp. 
ted his Subjects purſe his Exchequer, and ſoir is. 

Subtile inventions may picke it out, but nothing can 
openit but a Parliament; which lets in the eye of So- 
veraignety upon the publique maladies of the State,and 
vigilancy for the preſeryation of our ancient liberties ; 
for this we neede not ſearch into antiquity, looke but a 
little backe, there we thall ſee our. jult liberties grati- 
ouſly confirmed by your moſt ſacred Majeſty. 

Andis our happineſſe ſhut up in the remembrance of 
times paſt only: No. 

Thoſe Grations, expreſſions lately falne from your 
ſacred lips, as hony from the combe, make glad the 
hearts of your people. 

So that now we doe more then promiſe to our ſelves 
a largeand free-conſideration of the waies to compoſe 
the diſtempers of theſe Kingdomes, and then preſent 
them to your royall hand for perfection. 

And ſuch ſhall be our deportment, that as wee ſhall 
labourthe continuance of our liberties, ſo ſhall wee car- 
ry a high regard to preſerve that Soveraigne power 
wherewith your Majeſtic is inveſted for- the preſervati- 
on of your Kingdome, and to render your ſacred 4 
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jeſtie terrible to the Nations, and glorious at home. 


Are theſe the fruitswe have enjoyed by Parliaments? 
we cannot then but wonder at that horrid inyention in 
this place projeted, Monſirum horrendum, informe ingens, 
but, the Lord be thanked, Cu lumen ademptum eft. Can Novem.s. 


this receivea Pall;ation 2 Men, Fathers,and Brethren, and 
all at one blaſt;no reverence to facred Bones of Princes? 
were wenotall ina lumpe by them intended to bee of- 
fered u pto Moloch 

Let us never forget this dayes ſolemnization ( But 
whither?)It is too much boldneſle topreſume longer on 
your Majeſties grace and goodneſle ; and therefore for 
the better expedition of this ſervice z Wee humbly de- 
fire + 


1. That our ſelves and ſervants may obtaine free- 
dome from arreſts of their perſons and goods. 


2. That we may have free liberty of ſpeech without 
confinement, with a full and free debate. 


3- That your Majeſtie will vouchſafe our repaire to 
your ſacred perſon upon matters of importance, accor- 
ding to theancient priviledges of the houſe. 


That with ſuch alacrity wee may now proceedeto 
manifeſt to the world, that our retirements were to re- 
inforce agreater unity and duty,& to endeavour a ſweet 
violence which may compell ( pardon dread Sove- 


raigne the word Compell) your Majeſtic to the love 
of. Parliaments, . | 
And 
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